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Youneé Lady, whofe Marriage 
furnifhed Matter of Converta- 
tion, where I happen’d to be 
fome time ago, was pity’d by 
another Lady in Company, for 
being united to 2 Man, whofe 
Sentiments (to ufe her Words) 
wete as grofs as bis Body. On 
which 2 Gentleman then prefent, told her, that her 
Concern, however kind, was, he believed, mifapply’d ; 
for from a very long Intimacy with the Lady newly 
marry’d, he would venture to affert, that her Notions 
of Love were CLEANLY, but not ELEVATED, and 
that fhe would zherefore have lefs to fuffer from the 
Groffnefs of her Husband’s. 

I po not know, whether my Readers are as much 
frruck with the Singularity of the Expreffion as [ 
was. The Diftinction appeared to me ftrong, and 
contains a great deal more than is difcover’d at firft 
Sight. It will be no difagreeable Inquiry, to exa- 
mine what is here underftood by cLEANLY Notions 
of Love, in Oppofition co the ELEVATED. 

Tue Fair Sex, as they ripen into Womarthood, 
feel, moft of them, that izward Glow of Heart, that 
Nature provides for the Reception of outward Im- 
preffion. "This inward Glow, this watural Sufcepti- 
bility, is miftaken by fome to be the Paffion ittelf, 
becaufe None can really Jove, without it. But there 
is as much Difference between the Paffiox and the 
proper Turz of Mind, to receive it, as there is be- 
tween the Seed and the Ground in which ’tis fown. 
And as there are rocky, ftony Soils, in which no Seed 
will grow ; fo there are Minds in which Love will 
never {pring up. 

THERE are three Stages, or Degrees of Love, the 
Grofs, the Cleanly, and the Elevated. 

THE firft ought to be confined to the vulgar Part 
of Mankind, who not having received from Eduea- 
tion improved Minds, know no other Tye, bur the 
Senfual Ones ; and are fatisfy’d, if, after a proper Care 
bettow’d on their little Concerns of Interefts, and 
Oeconomy. of their Families, they have it in their 
Powers, to relax from their daily Labours, by fuch 
kinds of Pleafires, as they are reciprocally qualify’d 
for. This, which would be condemnable in Perfons 
of higher Rank, and capable of Sentiment, is a pro- 
Per Paffion for thofe to feel, whofe Little Capacities 
thou’d not be difturbed by any Pa/fion that might take 





them from purfuing the Drudgery of their daily Oc- 
cupations. 

As this isa Degree of Love, which does not want 
that ixward Glow of Heart above-mention’d,, for its 
Manifeftation, I would willingly, out of regard to the 
Delicacy of fome Readers, exclude it from any Re- 
lation to that Paffion at all, were it not an uncon- 
tefted Fact, that the Impreffions of meer Beauty, may 
create 2 Tenderne/s of Love. .. 

Every body knows, that firff Impreffions frike 
deep; It may be fome time, before a Perfon fo 
STRUCK may have an Opportunity of fuch an Inti- 
macy as may difcover that Want of Sentiment in the 
fair Object, that fhould capocitate her to return 
the Truth of Paffion, which izward Wazt is not 
always ftamp’d on the Face. Before this Difcovery, 
he may (as it is very natural) have form’d in his 
own Mind, Ideas very favourable of his Charmer, 
and given her, in his Conceit, bis own Delicacy of 
Feeling. ‘This will prevent his nearer Survey from 
being fo faithful, as it would have been, had he 
firft itudy’d her Mind; and the leaft Fla/h of Senti- 
ment afterwards will appear a full Light to a Mind, 
accuftomed to faxf/y what it wifbes: Arid when at 
length He comes to be undeceived, and to contem- 
plate the pretty Idiot in its Reclufion from Mind and 
Sentiment, it will be fome time, before he can reco- 
ver from firft Impreffions, efpecially if the paffive In- 
fpirer fhould have fhewn fuch a Return, as fhe was 
capable of. But to confider it ftill higher ; thofe 
who in the moft elevated Stage of Love, pre- 
tend to fhut out all Pleaftires, but fuch as derive from 
Sentiment, and deny perjonal Merit any Right to 
charm, Or touch, paint themfelves in that ridiculous 
Light, which that frie Draughts-Man, Moliere, has 
{o prettily expofed in his Femmes Sgavantes ; or (to 
be more favourable to them, than they have a Right 
to expect) they defcribe Friezd/hip, but not Love. 

I nope therefore [ fhall not be thought ixdelicate 
myfelf, if, for thefe Reafons, I canriot refufe fome 
Power of Infpiration of Paffion to the Force of Beat 
ty, fince the moft refined Lover is better pleated, td 
have his Miftrefs beautiful, than ot, and his Paffion 
is augmented by it. As I condemn therefote total 
Sentiment, which | think Romantick, fo my Rea- 
ders will be pleafed to obferve, that [ confine meer 
corporal Impreffions, to the loweft Clafs of Mankind, 
to whom a /éztimented Paffon would be the greatcft 
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* Misfortune they could feel: And this Subordination 
Will (at leaft.ic.ought) acquit me of Indelicacy, and 
pleafe the moft refined of my Readers. a 

THE cLEANLY Stage of Love, is that Situation 
of the Mind in a young. rags which, cough not 
‘under a natural Incapacity, either of gre/*orelewated 


Notions, is of itfelf affected.by neither. Iris a cer- 
tain Stagnation of the Mind, that has no Flow, and 
leads, of itfelf, no Way; but as ftagnated Waters 
may have a Courfe given them, and run that Way 
only to which they are by Art turn’d, fo a Lady of 
this impreffive Difpofition yields, as the Man to whom 
fhe is united, is biafs’d himfelf. If fhe happens to 
meet a Lover of the mental kind, he will caufe in 
her a gentle Flow of Sentiment, that will juft rife 
high enough to dignify her Paffion, by lifting it up 
above the firft Stage. If, on the contrary, as the 
young Lady mentioned in the Beginning of this Pa- 
per, fhe falls to the Share of the indelicate grofs 
Feeder, ber little Poffibility of Sentiment will be 
fiifled in its Infancy, and remain for ever unexerted, 
bur not.at the Expence.of her Happinefs; for what 
fhe can’t fecl, fhe can’t regret the Lofs, or know the 
want of. 

Bu'r there is a Cleanline{s of Sentiment, in Love 
Affairs, which I would recommend, to thofe of my 
female Readers, thofe even of the beft Senfe and 
Underftanding, as well as Delicacy, who may hap- 
pen to be in the Circumftances of Life, that may 
make fuch a Situation of Mind moft eligible to 
them. 

‘THE Cleanline/s of Sentiment that I mean, is that 
Difpofition of Mind, which Reafon and Prudence 
oredcribie in Oppofition to the Dictates of the natu- 
ral Bent. 

Wirs a Heart form’d for Love, and a Tafte to 
relifh all the Delicacies of that Paffion, a young La- 
dy fits down, determined to receive no Addrefles, 
but fuch as promife an equal Extenfiou of Sentiment 
with what fhe feels herfelf. Hence it very often hap- 
pens, a Gentleman of Family, Fortune, and Merit, for 
want of fuch a nice Senfe of Love, as this Lady has 
framed to herfelf, is rejected, tho’ every Circum- 
ftance requifite to make Life pafs agreeably, except 
that one hal be found in him; hence, too often, fhe 
beftows herfelf on another, in whom no Circum- 
ftance that can render Life pleafant and happy, except 
what is wauting in the other, (a Delicacy of Senti- 
ment) meets. Neate likewife, that Multitude ( fo 
reproachfully named) of o/d Maids, who having 
formed to themfelves in their Youth, too high an 
Idea of SENTIMENT for their Circumftances, live 
all their Lives after, upon rr. And it is obferved 
of fome of thefe, that in the Extremity of Age, 
their mental Appetite rather increafes than not, or 
elfe turns to a Fervour of Devotion, that, as the 
Satyrift fays of them, having rejected Man in their 
Youth, in their old Age they love God. : 

I wovuxp therefore advife young Ladies, who 
have only Birth and Merit to their Share, to reflect, 
that Life requires a Concurrence of many Things, 
to make the Courfe of it like that of a full Stream, 
inviting. Inftead of which they imbibe a Notion, 
that, happy in Love by a Gratification of Inclination, 
no Til can be felt : That they can bear, without Pain, 
to fee their Inferiours, richer in Drels, more fumptu- 
ous in Equipage, better received in polite Company ; 
that they can even fupport narrow Circumftances, 
nay, Poverty, without Murmuring ; Happy, beyond 
the Power of outward Circumftances, fay they, by 
that izward Content which arifes from reciprocal 
Affection. I will grant then the Poflibility of this 


Happinefs, provided they will allow me, thar it jg 
Life BORNE WITH, from Reafox, but not ENjoy’p. 
This mutt be granted, unlefs they will deny, thar fuch 
an Union, as I have hege deferied, would receiy; 


apAdipticn of Happ pel fram an Addition of {uch 
antics 


outward Circum would put it in their Powe; 
to lead that Life thelr Birth entitles, and Education 
fits them for. « 


I wii therefore go on, and ask them one more 
Quetftion, (but here I fpeak to thofe,.whof Hearts 
are yet uutouch’d) whether it is not more eligible to 
abate a little of thar Refinement of Sentiment, that 
makes them {0 hard te be pleafed; ratherthan sTEEL, 
their Hearts againit all Imprejfions, but fuch as are 
fo charaéteriz’d? If they will refleét, that Eftablith- 
ments of this Nature, which are enter’d into, with 
a View of Continuance for a long T of Years, 
ought to be founded on prudential, as well as tender 
Motives; that neither the Eye is SOLELY to be 
pleafed by exteriour Beauty, nor the Mind soLety 
by émteriour, but that both ove and the other fhould 
be counfell’'d and guided by Prudence, they will per-- 
haps find, upon full Examination, that it will be 
more productive of Happinefs to them, to take the 
Man for whom they have neither Diftaffe, nor Aver. 
fion, though no great Share of Love (if the outward 
Circumftances that make Life chearful, happen to 
fall to his Share) rather than to ftruggie thro’ Adver=. 
fity, a Term of Years, nay, their whole Lives, 
with a Mau whom they do love, and bring Children - 
in the World, who will know their Birth only to in-? 
creafe their Mifery. If they will likeyife reflect, how . 
much Youth well born, is expofed, (to avoid . 


° 
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Drudgeries,) to deviate from the Paths they would” 


have them tread: that they may even live to fee” 
their Children fo sTATED, that in their Anguifh of 

Heart, they may (I was almoft going to fay) curfe 

that very Love, that was the Occafion of their com- 

ing into the World, they will fee the Danger of Love 

Engagements, ‘and be equally careful how they reject 

as well as receive an Impreffion. 

I Hope therefore, if, fuch of my fair Readers, 
who come within the Circumftance of this Paper, 
will reflect with an Extent of Thought, they will 
neither think, [ advife them to confult fordid Iutereft 
too much, or Love too little, burt will rather difcover, 
in a juft Medium, between both, that SrrvaTion 
of MIND, which is the Effet of Reafom, and not 
a Defect of Sentiment, and which, I fay, has cLEAN- 
LY Norions or Love. I call it fo, as it abfo- 
lutely excludes the grofs, vulgar Lover, but is not /hut, 
to fuch a Paflion as comes recommended with Decen- 
cy, tho’ it wants that Elevated Delicacy of Sentiment, 
which, when mutual, forms the greateft Happinefs 
human Nature is capable of. 

As to thofe among my fair Readers, whom For- 
tune {miles on, I fhould think them unworthy of their 
risppinets were they to admit any Paffion but what 
is founded on true Delicacy of Sentiment.—Better for 
them to live all their Lives, UNLoviING, than Love 
IMPROPERLY. 

HaviNG already fill’d my Paper, I muft defer 
contidering the third Stage of Love to another Op- 
portunity ; tho’ in the Courfe of fome preceding Pa- 
pers, it has been fo fully treated of, that it may feem 
{uperfluous to add any thing to what has already been 
faid on that Head. However, as it’ is a Subject that 
can never be exhaufted, I may, perhaps, in a future 
Paper, ftrike out fomething new ftill, to_the Edif- 
cation of my fair Readers. 
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